
Chapter 6 – SWIMMING POOLS 

 

Section 1.  Purpose 

This Chapter applies only to private swimming pools. For the purposes of this Chapter, the 

term “swimming pool” shall mean any artificially-constructed pool or apparatus for the holding of 

water which is not completely enclosed as part of a dwelling, capable of holding a depth of two 

feet or more of water at any point.  “Private” shall mean that the pool is not open for the use of the 

general public or that the pool is not publicly owned. 

 

Section 2.  Permanent and Temporary Pools 

For purposes of this Chapter, “Permanent” pools shall be those pools left up for at least a 

year.  “Temporary” swimming pools shall be those pools taken down within six months.  

 

Section 3.  Permits and Final Inspection 

a) Before any person, property owner or person in possession of real property may begin 

construction of a permanent swimming pool, a permit shall be obtained from the Township 

Zoning Administrator.  The application for a permit shall be accompanied by a complete, 

detailed set of plans and specifications that show the location of the swimming pool and 

the construction thereof.  In the case of a swimming pool to be constructed above the 

ground, the specifications and location must be in compliance with the requirements of this 

Chapter, with other governing state laws and other chapters of the Township.  Before any 

permanent swimming pool shall be used, after the construction a final inspection and 

approval must be obtained from the office of the Township Zoning Administrator. 

b) All applications for permits to construct a permanent private swimming pool shall be 

accompanied by a fee, the amount of which shall be set annually by the Township Board. 

c) Temporary private swimming pools shall not require a permit but must meet all other 

requirements of any Township chapter or state law. 

 

Section 4.  Requirements for Construction and Maintenance of Private Swimming Pools 

a) Pools shall not be nearer than 10 feet from any side or rear lot line of the land upon which 

the pool is situated or to be situated.  Pools shall not be located within the area required as 

front yard by the Eureka Charter Township Zoning Ordinance.  A pool shall not be closer 

than 10 feet from any dwelling, garage or building. 

b) The construction and installation of electrical wiring for equipment in or adjacent to 

swimming pools, to metallic appurtenances within five feet of the pool and to auxiliary 

equipment such as pumps, filters and similar equipment must conform to current electrical 

codes. 

c) There shall be no cross-connection of the Township water supply with any other sources 

of water for the pool. 

 

Section 5.  Drainage of Swimming Pools 

Drainage of a swimming pool must comply with all of the following regulations: 



1. The discharge pipe leading from any private swimming pool shall not exceed 

four inches in diameter. 

2. No private swimming pool shall be emptied in a manner which will cause or 

permit water to flow onto property owned or held by another person without 

the written consent of the owner of said adjacent property. 

3. The pool drain shall be connected to a storm sewer if a storm sewer is available.  

Where a storm sewer is available, the pool shall not be connected to a sanitary 

sewer. 

 

Section 6.  Minimum Standards for Cleanliness and Safety 

a) All permanent private swimming pools shall be equipped with a sanitation system that 

meets current Health Department standards.  The pool owner should be instructed in the 

proper care and maintenance of the pool by the supplier or builder. 

b) The source of lights illuminating the pool shall be shielded so the lighting does not 

illuminate the yard or dwellings of adjacent property owners. 

c) Every person owning land on which a permanent private swimming pool is located shall 

construct and maintain an enclosure or fence either surrounding the property or the pool 

area.  Such enclosure, including gates, must not be less than four feet in height and of a 

construction not easily climbed or penetrated by small children.  All gates must be self-

closing and latching with the latch on the inside of the gate or with the latch in a position 

inaccessible to small children from the outside of the gate.  Above ground swimming pools 

4’ or higher will only require a secure 4’ high self closing lockable gate at the entrance 

to the pool. (Rejected by Board 6/14/2010)   Above ground swimming pools 4’ or higher 

will only require a secure 4’ high self closing lockable gate at the entrance to the pool or 

the ladder must be removed when the pool is not in use.  (not recommended by the 

Planning Commission 6/16/2010).   Permanent private swimming pools shall provide one 

or more ladders or set of steps to permit a person in the pool to exit from the pool. 

 

Section 7. Township Inspection and Right of Access 

The Township Zoning Administrator or his or her delegate shall have the right to inspect 

any premises for the purpose of determining that all provisions of this Chapter are complied with. 

 


